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group solidarity coalesced with the bias of approval for the
aggrandisement of their accredited spokesman, to such effect
that abnegation in his favor became the prime virtue of the
new order, in place of the insubordination and initiative
which, together with a neighborly tolerance, had formed
the pillars of the house under the old.
Enterprise at this point appears to have followed two
main lines, distinct but both leading in the end to much
the same outcome: (a) local kings set about extending
their dominions, displacing and disinheriting such royal
lines as fell short in the struggle for empire, and imposing
a more despotic rule on the communities that so coalesced
into a larger realm; (b) restless young men, and older men
to whom the increasing pressure of royalty was intolerable,
set out in companies at adventure, fought their way to a new
footing outside or ran to waste in the turmoil. Those bands
of marauders that overran and subjugated what is now the
Fatherland appear to have been of this class. An occasional
one of these hordes, as, e.g., the Heruli, may have been led
by some scion of royalty; though such appears commonly
not to have been the case. But in any case the outcome is
much the same, in that the old order of quasi-anarchistic
autonomy presently gave place to irresponsible authority
and subjection.